THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN OPENS
which seemed simply to invite and await annihila-
tion.
The annihilation never came to pass. The great
air attack was met and broken by the Royal Air
Force. Our fighter squadrons played a part second
only to that of the Navy in saving the Expeditionary
Force from destruction. Our pilots hurled them-
selves upon the German bombers, broke up their
formations, spoiled their aim, made accurate bomb-
ing out of the question, harried and hunted them
until that wonderful deliverance was achieved.
'There was a victory inside this deliverance,' said
Mr. Churchill in the House of Commons on June 4.
'It was gained by the Royal Air Force. . , , There
was a great trial of strength between the British and
German Air Forces. Can you conceive a greater ob-
jective for the Germans in the air than to make eva-
cuation from those beaches impossible and to sink
all those ships which were displayed to the extent of
almost a thousand? Can there have been an objec-
tive of greater military importance and significance
for the whole purpose of the war than this? They
tried hard and they were beaten back; they were
frustrated in their task. We got the Army away; and
they have paid fourfold for any loss they have in-
-flicted.'
'The Knights of the Round Table, the Crusa-
ders', he added, 'all fell back into a prosaic past, not
only distant but prosaic, before these young men
going forth every morn to guard their native land
and all that we stand for, holding in their hands
those instruments of colossal and shattering power,